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League Assamblies

1. BSeveral meetings were held during the present session of the Arab League,
which aseembled in Cairo beginning 30 October 1946. In an opening address
on this date Pawzl al-Malki, Minister of Trans-Jordan to Egypt, announced

R that the Iraqli delegation sould preside over this session of the League.
Al-Malki briefly reviewed/the problems faced by the Leagve, emphasizing
the necessity of solvingthe Palestinian tangle.

2. Taking the Chair, Tahsin al-Askari, Iragi ¥inister to Egypt, counselled
patience and cooperatiohn. He sumnarized the difficulties of the Palestinian
problem, deseribing the inconclusive results achieved at the London Congreas,
and atlacked the Zionists. He expressed satisfaction that the evacustion
of Byria had been completed, hoping that soon Egypt would also be free of
Poreign troops.

[

3. Theveapon the assembljr considered in turn the items on the agenda; entered’
for consideration and final decision. These are:

i

(a} Demand by Syria to resubmit its two proposals concerning
the reorganization of the recip¥oecal diplomatic representation
of Arab countries, by sglevating these representations to
smbassies; proposal to which the Bgyptian and Syrian governments .
have already subseribeds ra

{(b) Consideration of project for a trsaty of civil aviation
batween the meuber states of the Arab league;

(e) Proposal for a wniform agreement to be applied when
an Arasb state enters into a contract with a non-Avsb
couatrys

(d) Project for Arab states' postal union;

(e) Project for union of Arsb states! telegraph and radio
comanicabions

(£) Consideration of report by the Passport and Nationality
Gommittee, recommending a uniform agreement for travel :
between the irab countries, ‘ v
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(g) Proposal for adopting a uniform visa procedure for
the Arab countries;

(h) Proposal made by Palestine Committee recormending the
establishment of a company for buying and nresenringr
Arab Palestinian 1ands’

(i) FExauination of results of London Palestinian Congressg

(3) Consideration of request submitted by Lebanese Government
concermning the reclproca] residence of citizens of Arab
League merber statess

(%) Supgestion submitted by Lebanese Govermment to consider

the adopbion of uniform vrocedure for commercisl exchange
and customs bebween Arab Learue nenber statess

(1) Consideration of memorandum submitted by the Office of the
General Sceretary of the Arsb Jeague, recommending the
intervention of merber states on behalf of the mdependenca
of Indonesiz, proclaiming it a republiecs

(m) Proposal to devise a method for the organization of a
uniform foreign policy for Arab League rember states.

L. Ab this meebing the reciprocal culbural treaty, which had been
subnitted earlier for cousideration, was approved and has become
effective. - Becanse of the approaching Bairam holidays, the
mectings wore postponed until 18 Noverber 1946,

18 Novenber leeting

5. On 18 Hovenber the Arsb Leasue asserbled under the Chairmanship
of Dr. al=Fadhil al-Jamali, President of the Iraql delegation
and Hinister of Foreign Affairs of that country. HRepresenting
the menber states of the League vere:

(a) Sa'dallah al-dabri, for Syria,

(b) Sa'ad al-dullah, for Lebanon,

(¢) Dr. al-Fadhil sl=Jamali, for Iraq,

(d) Dr. Fawzi al-Malki, for Trans-Jordan,

(e) Sayad Abdallah al-Imari, for the Yemen,

(f) Torahim Abd-al-Hadi, Husayn Faykal, and Makram Ubayd,
for Lgypbe

6. In his address, al-Jamali eaphasized the importance of this session
of the Leasue, because of the urpgent necessity of taling action

for solving the Palestine problem. Subjects were then brought up
in turn for discussion, and acbion was takken as follows:
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(a) Syria reiterated its request for the approval
of its proposal on diplomatic representation (para 3-a);

(b) An explanation defining the Ynationality® of citizens
of Arab states vus attached to a report submitted
by the Passport and Natl-nality Committee, on passport
and visa procedure {pars 3-fyg);

(e) Preliminary discussions vere held on the recomendation
of the Palestine Comuittee for the establishment of
a company for the purpose of purchasing and preserving the
Arsb Palestinian lands (para 3-h).

(d) Submission of a report on the Palesbinian London Congress.
Branch committess were desipnated to study cach of these problems
and submit their recommondations. 'Azzam Pasha's memorandum,
regarding the indepencence of Indonesia, was unanimously approved
(para 3-1). The meeting was then adjourned 4o 20 November 19L6.

Palestinian Land Purchase Committee Meeting

The preparatory committee created by the League for the purpess
of establishing a company for the purchase of Palestinian lands
also met on 18 Noverber. The following attended the discussions:

~~
(=]

Nt Mt M M M o’ e e N S s

Tbrahin Abdeal-lfadi
Abd=al-Rahman fAzzam
Yafiz Afifi

Tahsin al-Agl-ari
Sheikh Sami al=-Khuri
Jamal al-Din al-Husayni
Abdallah al-Anmiri
Yusuf Damba

Fahmi Sulayman 3ey
Dr. Asa'd Salhab
laitre Maurice Arkash

ok b 0y M O L O

After considering the execution of the vroject, it was agreed to
forn branch commlttees in the various Arab states for the puroose
of collecting contribubtions. An execubive comrrittee was_also
desipnated for the administration of the company, which will be

established on a legal basis. Thereupon, a few of those nresent made

private donations to the fund.

20 Noverber leeting

The third meeting of the Arab ILeague took place on 20 Noverber.
The discussions centered on the questions of the diplonatie
representation to which tbjections viere raised, Ahmad Hilmi Pasha's
acbivities, and the subject of the purchase of Palestine lands,
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25X1A6a H}ﬁgﬁ Atmad [ilni. Pasha, President of the
estine .Jational Bank (Bank al-Ummah), recently

1.

12,

13,

cams to “gypd and opened a branch of the bank at

Midan Jfustafa Kamal, Cairo, for the purpose of dealing
with the transactions of the Palestine land Purchase
company, lie is actively organizing the capitalization

of the company which was tentatively set at L.G. 1,000,000
by the Palestine Land Purchase Comittec.

The goverments of Foypt, Lebanon, Irag, and Syria promised to
subscribe to the allotment of the capital specified by the Committes.
Independent of its share of the allotment, Agypt announced the
prayment of L.H. 100,000 to Ahmad Hilmi's bank, as an advance
contribution for this purpose. The neeting then adjourned to

23 Noverber,

23 Novauber ‘eeting

At the fourth meeting of the Arsb League on 23 Noverber 19L6
subjects vere econsiderocd and resolutions were passed as follows:

(a) A recommendation submitted by the Cultural Comaitbee
for the establislment of a higher educational insti-
tution for the teaching of the Islamic Law and Religion
was approved. It was provosed to place it under the
Joint patronage of the Arsh League, al-Azhar and Fuad I
Universities;

(b) Avd-al-Rahman ‘Azzan was instructed to lodge an official
complaint in the name of the Leapgne to the authorities
concerned, protesting against ths maltreatment of the
Tripolitanians and demanding the release of Prince Abd-
al-Karim, an internecs

(c) 'Azzanm was 2lso detailed to request from the Fraench
Govermment the liberation of !uhammad al-iunsif Pasha,
Bey of Tunis, now held in Franca.

The capitalization of L.E. 1,000,000 for the projected Palestine
Land Purchase Company was approved, together with provisions for

the payment of an interest rate of § per cant to shareholders.
liepresentatives of Arab countries subseribed a total of L.E. 250,000
on behalf of their governments to expedite the execution of the plan,

Tense Iicbates on "Greater syria" Project: King Faruq Intervenes

A meeting of the Arab Leesgue took place on 26 Nevember 1944 which

did not last long because of a stormy debate between the Ministers of
Syria and Trans-Jordan on the Greater Syria project. Considered by
the League for the first time unon the request of Syria, this vroject
aims at uniting Syria, Tebanon, Iraq, Trans-Jordan, and part of
Palestine under one Crovm., Under British auspices it is sponsored
by King Abdallah of Trans=-Jordan, who hopes to become King of
"Oreater Syria" with British assistance. Soon it appeared that
elements of Arsb 3tates are strongly opposed to the plan.
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15. Advised of the unfavorsble turn in League affairs, King
Farug surmoned the representatives of Iraq and Trans-Jordan, the
two countries favoring the plan. The King exhorted them to
ignore the project at this time, to avoid creating a discord in
the Learue. Listening to the advice of the King were:

(a) Tahsin al-Askari, Iragqi Ministor to Lgvpt,

(b) Dr. Fadhil al-damali, Traqi Foreipn Affairs Minister,

(c) lubammad al-Shariqi Pasha, Foreipn Affairs Minister of
Trans—Jordan.

16, The League asserbled again on 27 November 1946 and the "Oreater Syria®
projoct was raised anew. It was unanimously agreed to reject the
proposal, and an official stotenent clarifying the situation was
prepared, to terminate once and for all the deliberations on the
subject. Although the rejection of the project was approved
unanimously, not all of the Arab States! representatives were in
agreement, about the refusal, and considerable doubt appaared to !
remaj.n on the merit of the plan. This statement, which was printed
on 20 November and coples of vhich were submitted to the Foreign
Affairs Ministers of all Arab Learue member states s read as follows: 1

"Discusslons have recently taken place about the *‘Greater
Syria' project, and this has caused the Xiinisters of

Foreign Affairs of the irab ¢ountries to hold a special
meebing (27 Noverber 19Li6). They studied the matter

fully and it was agreed that no one party by discussing the
subject Intended to interfere with the independence and the
sovereignty of any of the umenber states of the irab League.
Therefors, they confima that ecach countiy continves to uphold
and respect the Areb Leapgue covenant and will continue to
carry out faithfully its provisions to the letter.®

Signatures:

Muhammad al-Shariql, Trans-Jordan,
Jamil ¥ardam, Syria,

Fadhil al-Jamali, Iragq,

Yusuf Yagin, Saudi Arabia,

Torahim Abd=al-Hadl, Egypt,

Filip Tagla, Lebanon,

Al=-Kasl Muharmad al-Imari,the Yemen.

17. That the seeds of discord and suspicion within the League had not
been dispelled by these measures was denonstrated vhen,on 29 Hovenber
1946,5a'd al-Fullah and Fu'ad Amun, leading Csbinet members of
Iebanon who had coms o Hgypt to represent their country in the
League, suddenly departed, although the League was in full session.
In a statement they said they were recalled by Sheikh Bisharé al-Khuri,
Prosident of the Lebanese Republie, for "eonsultations" following
the develooments on the "Greater Syria" questien. Inhammad al-Shariqi
Pasha, Foreign iffairs linister of Trans-dordan, also left Egypt,
daparting on 2 December 1946.
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28 November Veeting:Statement on PalestinetProtest to Nr. Truman

On 28 Noverber the Arab League met, and the Palestine controversy
was brought to the fore. After a review of the underlying factors
affecting the situation in Palestine, a common resolution was
agreed upon. It is:

"The Arab Loague considers that the increase in the
imnigration of Jews to Palestine is an outstanding
menace to the /rabs. NHor can the firab League rely
upon any settlement of the controversy at the London
Conference on Palestine. It has, therefore, instructed
the Office of the Jeneral Secretary of the League to
protest to the RBritish Government for tolerating an
imnossible sit:ation, reminding liis Majesty's Government
that the continued large-scale imnigration of Jews to
Palestine constitutes a contravention of the nromise

it gave In 1939, which will ecertainly lead to the
disturbance of neace in the iliddle Rast. The Arab
world condemms all Jewish immigration to Palcestine

and repudistes the British plan for limiting it to
ilepal proportionsd The Leasue, thercfore, considers
all such Jews who entered Palestine as illepzl
immigrants who should be at once deported to their
places of origin,"

An Arab League dircctive instructed all member s :ates to advise
their delegations to the UY of their unanimous opinion on the
Palestine guection, reguesting them to econtact President Truman
and the merbers of his govermment and impart to them the distress
in the Arad world over the persistent interference of the United
States in Palestinian affairs. The Office of the General Secretary
of the Arab League was similarly directed to forward a memorandum
enbodying this meaning to the United States Government.

Arab Cross-Currents

Although not invited to attend the Arab leapue session, Jamal-al=Din
al-Husayni, the leading official of the High Arab Committee in
Palestine, cane to Cairo for possible eonsultations. Another official
of the Comnittee, Dr. Husayn Fahri al=Khalidi, followed al=-Husayni.

to Bgypt after unleashing an attaclk upon the leazgue, describing it

as Y“a useless instrument." These two men are currently holding
meetings with Emile al-Ghuri, another member of the Arab Comnittee,
and Ahmad Hilmi Pasha., Al-Husayni, al-Khalidi, and al-Ghuri are
among the recont visitors to lMuhammad Amin al-Husayni, the Grand
Mufti of Jerusalem, at his home in Zaytun.

Aware of the adverse implications of al-Xhalidi's unfavorable
comment of the league, al-iusayni,with the assent of the Grand Mufti,
issued a stztement to alleviate the misgivings of the Lezgue which

is accusing the Arab ligh Commitice of sowing discord in Areb ranks,
expressing his faith in the League and stating that "good things
could yet come out of it, although it acts slowly,"
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Calro Notes:

(a) Privately, Jamal-sl-Din al-Hlusayni says that the British
are in agreement with the Jewlsh terrorists about all the
events occuring in Palestine,and that the Zionist assault
upon the British constitutes a means to intimidate the
Arabs and compel them to accept the Jewish demands for the
partition of Palestine. :

(b) Al-llusayni, who, in addition to his duties as the head of the
Arab High Comnittes, is the President of the Palestine Arab
Party, has stated that through this unit he has succeeded to
a large extent to organize the Fubuwwah Army, which is the
Areb youth organization formed in Palestine for the protection
of Arab lives and property from the attacks of the Jewish
terrorists. ’

(¢) According to al-Husayni, the Jews have broadened their plan
for the purchase of Arab Palesbinian lands. He said he had
received countless appeals to urge the Arab League to hurry
to save the Arab lands.

(d) me further stated that the Jews, not content with acquiring
the Arao Palestinian lands, are now planning to make large~
scale purchases of "gyptian lands, adding that the Delta Land
Company of Cairo had been approached to this effect for big
orders at raadi {Cairo suburb). In additiong the Zionist
Jews intend to take over huge vportions of desert land adjoining -
Palestines.

Al-Husayni's Hish Arab Committee 1s projecting an Arab National Congress
to ve held in Pgypt or in Syria to discuss the Palestinian gquestion,
believing that the present governments of the irob States are afraid to
take anv action in favor of Palestine, fearing British and American
reprisals.

Late in November a wmesting took place at the arab Club (sl-Nadi al-Arabi)
on Malika~Farida Square, which is a gathering place for the Palestinian
youth residing in Bgypt. It is directed by Jamal Arafat, an employee

at the Hamzawi administrative offices of a weaving plant. The Honorary
Chairmanship is jointly held by 'Ali Uahir and Makram Ubayd. At this
meeting the Arsb National Congress projected by al-Husayni (para 22)

was approved. It vus further supgested to broaden this idea to encompass
the creation of a National Arab Ieague (al-Gama'a al-irabiyyah al-Sha'biyyah)
which will function independently of the existing Arsb League and will
challenge its authority, because "it is an instrument dominated by
foreign interests which will never accorplish any good for the Arabs,
whereas the one planned will fight to the end for the liberation of

the Arabs, until. the cause of the .rabs has cbtained satisfaction.®

Abd=al-Rahman 'Azzam is reported desperatelr attempting to maintain
harmony within the League and to make the Teague assert its ascendancy,
in the face of prowing difficulties.
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